Perspective Lesson Plan

Grade Level: 7th
LESSON RATIONALE

Many words have multiple meanings.  The way in which we use these words changes the way we think and act when it is used.  The word ‘perspective’ has several different definitions.  This lesson will focus on two different meanings of perspective.  We will be exploring these definitions through digital photography.  For the first definition through an artist’s understanding, students will create photos that enlarge, extend, or transform the actual space.  For the second meaning, students will explore perspective in an analytical way.  Students will understand that people have different ideas and opinions based on their experiences in life.  They will be able to learn new things from others based on their point of view.  After a discussion, which will allow the students to explore one another’s differentiating points of view, they will create photos based on what they have learned.  Life experiences change the way we view people, situations and/or topics.  I believe it is important for students of any age to understand and learn from our differences.
________________________________________________________________________LEARNER OUTCOMES
I hope that the students will take away a new understanding of the word perspective.  They will acquire skills that will allow them to creatively take photos that appear to extend and enlarge space.  Students will have a positive attitude about learning other’s perspectives.  They will be able to make significant connections to this lesson and their life experiences.
LEARNING STANDARDS
9.1.8.

A. Know and use the elements and principles of each art form to create works in the arts and humanities.

B. Recognize, know, use and demonstrate a variety of appropriate arts elements and principles to produce, review and revise original works in the arts.
C. Identify and use comprehensive vocabulary within each of the arts forms.
E. Communicate a unifying theme or point of view through the production of works in the arts.

K. Incorporate specific uses of traditional and contemporary technologies in furthering knowledge and understanding in the humanities.
9.2.8

D. Analyze a work of art from its cultural perspective.

9.3.8

A. Know and use the critical process of the examination of works in the arts and humanities.

· Compare and contrast
· Analyze
· Interpret
9.4.8

D. Describe to what purpose philosophical ideas generated by artists can be conveyed through works in the arts and humanities. 
________________________________________________________________________

V. MATERIALS NEEDED FOR LESSON

A. Teacher Materials
· Lesson plan

· Link to this website

· Handouts with questions

B. Student Materials 

· Digital cameras

· Pencil/pen
· Blank Paper
· Access to computers (to view this website, as well as upload photos to the class blog)

· Found objects 

· Any crafts supplies if they wish to create props for their photographs

_______________________________________________________________________
LESSON PROCEDURES
A. Guiding Questions:
a. What is perspective?
b. How do artists use perspective in their art?
c. When do we use the word perspective in our everyday lives?
d. Why do we all have different perspective/points of view?
e. What can we learn from other’s perspectives?
B. Behavioral Expectations 
a. Listen
b. Discuss/Participate
c. Work in partners
d. Work with maturity 
C. Lesson Sequence (timing)

	Teacher Actions

Include Questions to Ask Students
	Expected Learner Actions

	WEEK 1, DAY 1

a) Begin a discussion asking these questions.  Give them a few minutes to talk to the person next to them before they answer the questions. (15mins)
Ask:

· What is perspective?
· How do artists use perspective in their art?
· When do we use the word perspective in our everyday lives?
· Why do we all have different perspective/points of view?
· What can we learn from other’s perspectives?
b) Either individually or as a class, have the students take their first look at the Webquest.  Instruct them to read the introduction and the task page thoroughly, as well as look at every tab of the website.  Make sure they know that the task page is only a summary of what they will do in the next 2 weeks.  The process page will explain it in detail. (15mins)
c) Assign or allow the students to pick a partner and have them sit next to each other.  Inform them that this will be their partner for the next 2 weeks. (2mins)

d) As a class, check out the “Inspiration 1” tab of the website.  Read the article together or individually.  Show them all of the photographs and the video. (10mins)
Optional Questions:

· What do you like about these photos?

· What interests you about this video?

· How can we incorporate these ideas in our photographs? 

WEEK 1, DAY 2
e) Review some of the images shown on the “Inspiration 1” tab.  Begin a class discussion asking: “How can we incorporate these ideas in our photographs?” (5mins)

f) Break them off into their partners.  Ask them to brainstorm ideas for their photographs.  Remind them that they will be taking at least two photographs.  Give them paper and pencils to write down/draw any ideas they have.  Encourage them to draw out what they want their photograph to look like. (12mins)

g) Instruct them to walk around the classroom looking for objects that they may need for their photos.  They do not necessarily need any objects in their photographs. (10mins)
Optional Questions:

· What will you do with this object?

· Where will this object be placed in the photo?

· How will you force the perspective of your photo?

h) At this time, you may want to remind them how to correctly use a digital camera.  Allow them to view the Process tab on the website as this will inform them of what will happen tomorrow.  Also, let them know that they can bring in found objects to class that will be included in this project. (15mins)
WEEK 1, DAY 3

i) Review with the students the basics of the project.  This could include looking at the inspiration again or looking at their sketches from the day before. (5mins)
j) Handout their cameras.  If there is a more appropriate place to take their photographs (outside, the school gym, the hallway, etc.) move there. (5mins)
k) Time to let them work! (32mins)
Optional Questions:

· Does this photo represent your brainstorming sketches?
· How would you improve this photo?

· How does that force perspective?

· Does this photo appear to extend, enlarge, or transform space?
WEEK 1, DAY 4
l) Handout their cameras.  If there is a more appropriate place to take their photographs (outside, the school gym, the hallway, etc.) move there. (5mins)
m) Time to let them work! (37mins)
WEEK 1, DAY 5
n) Allow the students to present, one at a time, their photos to the class.  Hold a discussion about the photographs. (32mins)

Ask:

· What do you see?

· What is a good aspect of this photograph?

· What could improve this photo?

· How does this photograph force perspective?

· Does this extend, enlarge, or transform space?

o) Upload and post the photos to the class blog!! (10mins)
WEEK 2, DAY 6
p) Review some of the guiding questions of this lesson.  Give them a few minutes to talk to the person next to them before they answer the questions. (10mins)

Ask:

· What is perspective?
· Why do we all have different perspective/points of view?
· What can we learn from other’s perspectives?
q) Pass out the handouts with questions on them.  Each group receives one handout with three questions.  There are three different handouts.  Allow the students to discuss the questions on the hand out. (20mins) 

r) Hold a discussion about what the students just experienced.  You might return to the guiding questions as well. (12 mins)
Ask:

· Were your perspectives of the questions different or similar to your partners?

· Did you find this interesting?

· Why do you think you have different/similar perspectives?

WEEK 2, DAY 7

s) As a class, check out the “Inspiration 2” tab on the website.  Either read the article and all other text individually or as a group. Look at and discuss the photographs on the page. (20mins)
Optional Questions:

· What do you like about these photos?

· What interests you about this article?

· How can we incorporate these ideas in our photographs? 

t) Break them off into their partners.  Ask them to brainstorm ideas for their photographs.  Remind them that they will be taking at least two photographs: one from one partner’s point of view, another from the other partner’s point of view.  Give them paper and pencils to write down/draw any ideas they have.  Encourage them to draw out what they want their photograph to look like. (15mins)

u) Instruct them to walk around the classroom looking for objects that they may need for their photos.  They do not necessarily need any objects in their photographs. (7mins)

Optional Questions:

· What will you do with this object?

· Where will this object be placed in the photo?

WEEK 2, DAY 8
v) Review with the students the basics of the project.  This could include looking at the inspiration again or looking at their sketches from the day before. Or reading over their Perspective questions on the handouts. (5mins)
w) Handout their cameras.  If there is a more appropriate place to take their photographs (outside, the school gym, the hallway, etc.) move there. (5mins)
x) Time to let them work! (32mins)
Optional Questions:

· Does this photo represent your brainstorming sketches?

· How would you improve this photo?

· Does this represent your partner’s perspective?

WEEK 2, DAY 9
y) Handout their cameras.  If there is a more appropriate place to take their photographs (outside, the school gym, the hallway, etc.) move there. (5mins)
z) Time to let them work! (37mins)
WEEK 2, DAY 10
aa) Allow the students to present, one at a time, their photos to the class.  Hold a discussion about the photographs. (32mins)

Ask:

· What do you see?

· What does it mean?

· What is a good aspect of this photograph?

· What could improve this photo?

· How does the photo represent your partner’s perspective?

ab) Upload and post the photos to the class blog!! (10mins)


	WEEK 1, DAY 1
a) Students should think critically about the questions being asked.  They will answer thoughtfully.

b) Students will become comfortable with the website.  They will read the introduction/task pages and explore the website thoroughly.

c) Students will sit next to their partner.

d) Students will interact with the “Inspiration 1” tab.  The photos and the video will inspire them.  They should become more comfortable with the process in creating a forced perspective photograph. They will be prepared to begin brainstorming and collecting objects on Day#2.
WEEK 1, DAY 2

e) Students will view the photos again and discuss with the teacher some of their ideas

f) Students will meet with their partners and brainstorm ideas for their project.  They will write/draw some of their ideas on their paper.  

g) Students will look around the room for objects that interest them.  They should collect these objects and bring them to their desks.

h) Students should listen to the teacher’s tutorial on correctly using a camera.  They will view the Process tab on the website.  They will understand that they can bring in objects from home.

WEEK 1, DAY 3
i) Students will review what they did yesterday.
j) Students will handle their cameras with care.  They will decide whether or not they wish to leave the classroom. They will bring their objects with them if they have any.
k) Students will take their first forced perspective photo using the objects from home, from the classroom, or no objects at all.

WEEK 1, DAY 4
l) Students will handle their cameras with care.  They will decide whether or not they wish to leave the classroom. They will bring their objects with them if they have any.

m) Students will take their second forced perspective photo using the objects from home, from the classroom, or no objects at all.

WEEK 1, DAY 5
n) Students will show their photographs to the class one group at a time.  They will explain how they took the photos.  The rest of the class will express what they like/don’t like.  

o) Students will post their photos on the class blog

WEEK 2, DAY 6

p) Students should think critically about the questions being asked.  They will answer thoughtfully.

q)  First, one person will ask all three questions to their partner.  The person asking should write down their partner’s answers on the handout or another sheet of paper.  Then they switch so that both partners answer the questions.

r)  The students will discuss their experience

WEEK 2, DAY 7
s) Students will understand everything on this page.  They should read it thoroughly to understand.  I hope that they will discuss what they like about the photographs.  They should be comfortable with this new definition of perspective.
t) Students will meet with their partners and brainstorm ideas for their project.  They will write/draw some of their ideas on their paper.  They will be thinking about symbolic meaning, body language, text, etc that can add meaning to their photographs.

u) Students will look around the room for objects that interest them. They can bring in objects from home as well.
WEEK 2, DAY 8
v) Students will review what they did yesterday and the day before.

w) Students will handle their cameras with care.  They will decide whether or not they wish to leave the classroom. They will bring their objects with them if they have any.

x) Students will take their photos.  I recommend working on one partner’s perspective today and the other’s tomorrow.

WEEK 2, DAY 9
y) Students will handle their cameras with care.  They will decide whether or not they wish to leave the classroom. They will bring their objects with them if they have any.

z) Students will take their second photograph today.  It is recommended that they take turns representing one another’s perspectives.

WEEK 2, DAY 10
aa) Students will show their photographs to the class one group at a time.  They will explain how they took the photos.  The rest of the class will express what they like/don’t like.  

ab) Students will post their photos on the class blog. I hope that they have a brief description of their photograph.


_______________________________________________________________________

